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Who will dominate the future in finance? 
 

 
 
Date & Time: Thursday 10.30 am, Jan 19th 2017 
Location: Promenade 73, Davos Dorf; ‘Caspian Week’ caspianweek.com 
 
 
Finance is a service industry! The better the service, the better the results. So it is 
assumed. Four core segments define the financial sector: 1) Capital organization and 
distribution, 2) Asset management, 3) Risk management and 4) Monetary 
transaction. The goal is to render all segments more efficient, profitable and 
transparent. New technologies and innovation increasingly disrupt the entire value 
chain. This poses an opportunity to increase efficiency but challenges existing 
financial service models. Despite the exiting advancements in complex financial 
technologies we tend to forget that finance remains a people centered service which 
is heavily relationship driven. Furthermore, superior shareholder value is based on 
superior corporate leadership and the constant and constructive nexus with an 
engaged shareholder base. Are we now experiencing a structural disruption of these 
fundamental relationships? Will novel technologies and fully automated financial 
robots take over and replace the human touch?  
 
Our panel is composed of outstanding leaders across the entire value chain of 
finance. We portray a unique juxtaposition of active versus passive asset 
management. These, on the other hand are challenged by upcoming leaders in 
disruptive technologies that might undermine their status.  
 
Who will win to dominate the future in finance?   
 
 
Our leadership panel debates: 
 
 

• Will the passive index funds render active fund management redundant? 
• Will a shareholder driven capitalistic system be replaced by stakeholder one? 
• Will artificial Intelligence render human judgment useless in decision-making? 
• Which model will lead to superior returns…and lower risk? 
• How will the financial architecture reshape society? 
• Can good regulation lead to more solid market structures? 

 
 
 
The moderator is: Dr. Kaspar Bänziger 
RSVP: krb1291@yahoo.de 
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We are honored to present the following leading panelists: 
	
 
 
Stephan Murer, PhD  
 
Switzerland 

 
 

 

 
 
Until last year Stephan was Group Chief 
Technology officer at UBS AG, responsible for 
architecture and innovation of UBS’s information 
systems. Before that, Stephan used to perform the 
same role at Credit Suisse. Stephan is a scientist 
by origin. He holds a diploma and a Ph.D. in 
Computer Science from ETH in Zurich and an 
MBA from the University of St. Galleni. After an 
academic career at ETH and University of 
California in Berkeley, he joined Credit Suisse in 
1994. In parallel to his corporate functions, 
Stephan has remained active in the academic 
world by teaching at various universities and by 
publishing regularly. He was a long-standing 
member of the Swiss National Research Councilii. 
Today he is visiting professor for Software 
Engineering at the University of Oxford, where he 
teaches regularly. Furthermore, Stephan Murer is 
engaging with startup firms and private equity 
funding, among others for FT Ventures in San 
Francisco, a leader in financial technology 
investments with over $2b AUMiii. 
 
 
 

 
 
Eric Knight 
 
Knight Vinke, 
CIO/CEO, London 

 
 

 

 

 
 
Eric Knight is the Founder and CEO of Knight 
Vinke Asset Management, a deep value investor 
and leading activist fund manager with offices in 
London, Zurich and Monaco. 
His investment philosophy is driven by the 
conviction that in this age of low yielding financial 
assets, large cap equities represent one of the few 
classes of liquid investment that are capable of 
providing sustainable returns for longer term 
investors. That being said, many large caps – 
particularly banks – have become so large and 
powerful that not only their boards but also their 
shareholders and regulators are incapable of 
keeping them in check. The consequences can be 
devastating and this is why governance truly 
matters.  
Having started his career in 1981 working in 
corporate finance at Merrill Lynch, Mr Knight has 
35 years of investment experience, of which 20 as 
a specialist in “committed” (or activist) 
investing.  He is a Swiss citizen, and was 
educated at Eton, Cambridge and MIT’s Sloan 
School of Management. 
KVIP, the firm’s flagship fund for institutional 
investors, was launched in 2003 and is well known 
for proactively defending investors’ interests by 
engaging with some of the world’s largest public 
companies: Royal Dutch Shell, ENI, HSBC, GDF-
Suez, UBS … and most recently E.ON, which is 
currently in the process of splitting into two 
independent public companies. 
 
http://knightvinke.com 
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Adriano Lucatelli, 
PhD 
 
 
 
Descartes Finance 
Inc. Founder and 
CEO, Zurich 

 

 

 
Adriano is the founder of Descartes Finance, a 
robo-financial digital advisor bringing together the 
latest insights in financial theory, leading 
technology, and successful investment 
specialistsiv. Thanks to its novel digital multi-model 
investment platform, for the first time investors 
have easy, low-cost access to strategies and 
methods of well-known, independent investment 
specialists, portfolio managers and economists. 
“It‘s all about the result: evidence-based 
investment performance for demanding investors.” 
Adriano is a serial entrepreneur and has also 
founded Sagebush Management Inc, Co-founded, 
Reuss Private Groupv, is on the board of Merlini 
Finance Inc. and Additiv Incviviiviii. In 2011 he was 
awarded the Entrepreneur of the Year award by 
Ernst & Young for his incredible achievements in 
finance. 
 
As an academic, Adriano is a lecturer at the 
University of Zurich on political economy and 
international finance.  
Previous engagements include with Credit Suisse 
in London and UBS. 
Academically, Adriano holds a Bachelor in 
international affairs and economics from the 
University of Nevada, Reno and Master in 
Economics from the LSE, London. His PhD from 
the University of Zurich was focused on global 
financial market regulation. Additionally he 
completed an MBA at the University of Rochester 
NY and hold an advanced management program 
from Wharton School, PA.  
 

 
Pierre-Edouard 
Wahl  
 
VP Innovation and 
Director Block chain, 
Switzerland 

 

 

 
Pierre-Edouard Wahl is the VP of Innovation and 
Blockchain lead for a leading global bank. After 
graduating from University of Edinburgh with an 
Engineering degree, he began working with virtual 
currency and built a marketplace that used closed 
currency to facilitate trade while lowering the cost 
of transacting on the platform. He went on to 
become an integral part of the Bay Area Bitcoin 
community and further developed his expertise in 
Blockchain technology after moving to the Bay 
Area in 2013. While in the Bay Area, Pierre-
Edouard launched a B2B crypto-exchange that 
enabled developers to build solutions for their 
customers to purchase and sell Bitcoin without 
having to worry about jurisdiction, banking support 
or license. More recently, Pierre-Edouard joined a 
leading global bank, where he started the bank’s 
blockchain research initiative and continues to 
experiment with numerous parties in the 
blockchain industry. Pierre-Edouard is passionate 
about fringe technologies and believes that banks 
will play a key role in democratizing access to 
value creation, distribution and dissemination. 
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Rehan Chaudhri  
 
CIO Altrinsic Global 
Advisors. Founder 
and Partner, New 
York 
 
 
 

 

 

 
Rehan Chaudhri is a partner Altrinsic Global 
Advisors which was built to over $15 billion in 
capital from $400 million during his active tenure 
at the firmix.  Recently, Mr. Chaudhri established 
PeakXV Advisors to identify investment 
opportunities in the energy, renewable, and 
commodity sectors.  Previously, Mr. Chaudhri was 
a portfolio manager for Lazard Asset 
Management, where he was responsible for 
managing its $30 billion international diversified 
and select funds.  His previous investment 
experience includes five years on Brandywine 
Asset Management’s (a Legg Mason group 
company) global and international funds as a 
Managing Director as well as a 
telecommunications research equity analyst for 
Morgan Stanley.  He began his career as a 
management consultant and worked for Booz, 
Allen & Hamilton focused in technology and 
capital intensive based industries.  A graduate of 
McGill University in Montreal, he received his 
M.B.A. from the Wharton School. 
 

	
For further enquiries: krb1291@yahoo.de 
 
 
 
 
																																																								
i https://www.inf.ethz.ch/ 
ii http://www.snf.ch/en/theSNSF/organisation/research-council/Pages/default.aspx 
iii http://www.ftvcapital.com/ 
iv https://descartes-finance.com/en/home 
v http://www.reussprivategroup.com/ 
vi http://www.sagebush.net/ 
vii http://www.merlinifinance.com/ 
viii http://www.additiv.ch/ 
ix http://www.altrinsic.com/	


